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annght, in order to authorise its construction, were consi.
gered in this convention, discusse, and settled ; the di-
measions of the canal were limited, its cost was estimat.
¢, and among the means adopted for providing the ¢har-
1t 2nd the necessarv funds to conplete it there was cre-
ated. by order of the convention, and appointed by the
chaii man, 2 permancat central cemmittee, with authority,
io the paime and behall of the convention, to appeal, by
pemortal or otherwise, to Congress, the states whose
gnction Was necessary to the charter and to the three
tities of the Districe of Columbia, for subscriptioss to
the stock of the canal, according to certaia prescribec

%0 ortions. o :

While the Genera! Government was expect:d to re-
gird the proposed enterprise as an olject of nativaal im-
portance, the states and the commercial towas interested
in its success, would 1t was believed, regulate their sub-
scriptions to its stock, by their respective ability, and the
bearing of the common enterprise upon their separate
ard peculiar interests,

It was earlv perceived that, in its prosecution, the co-
ep:ration was to be ebtained and preserved, of many ri-
vil interests, as well in the statcs who were to become
piries to the charter, as in the towns of the Distiict of
Columbia. - To limit the termination of the canal, in its

desicnt, with a common name, and common funds, to that
pint, wherever it might ultimatcly be fousd, below
vhich these interests begin to diverge from a common
lise, and might conscquently be expected to split asun-
der, was deemed highly expedient. Although, therctore,
the charter of the Chesapeake ond Ohio Canal Company
did .ot restrict the eastern termination of the main canal
ta prescribed point on tide water in the District of Co-
lemiia, it was regarded as essential to the usion of those
leesl interests, which it was expedicnt to harmonize, that
itskould not be extended below the locks of the present

- tanzi of the Little Falls, without the asscnt of these inre-
wsi. A very important onc wap known to arise from
tie desire of the state of Marvland, subscquently ex-

| pressed on the face of her laws, to extend a braach from

, i ain canal, throngh Georgetown and Washington, to

Bomore, her commercial emporium, and to Agnapolis,
h‘@'(“::\lpz?.a . . '

The gubscription of talf a million of dollars to the
ttoek of the Chesapeake and Qhio Canal, which she aue
thoiiset in March, 1826, was coupled with the condi-
“twns, ainong others, that the practicabilny of such exten-




